
“Down with the Rent!”
The Anti-Rent Rebellion of New York State

A concert of New York State’s 
hidden history in a performance 
of authentic songs & stories 
written and sung by Anti-Rent 
protestors in the 1840s. Featuring 
performers (left to right): 

Terry Leonino, George Ward,  
Greg Artzner, John Roberts,  
Bill Spence, Greg Clarke,  
Toby Stover & George Wilson.

Compiled and directed by Andy Spence. 

A Great Revolution
“When honest old Holland sent forth her Dutch 
band, He offered them, gratis, large farms of wild 
land. Seven years passed; he told them what they 
least did suspect, They must pay him great rent, or 
them he would eject.”

Landlord’s Lament 
Van Rensselaer says: “I used to get rich through the 
poor toiling tenants, And I spent all their earning 
in pleasures satanic, But now, I confess, I’m in a 
great panic, Because I can get no more rent!”

We Will Be Free
“Hail-patriots hail the sacred day! Our fathers 
broke the tyrant’s sway. Let earth resound with 
notes of glee!, It is our nation’s jubilee! Then shout 
brothers shout! Oh, shout brothers shout! Let 
sound the horn, upon the morn of Independence 
Day! Huzzah! Huzzah! We will be free from feudal 
rents and tyranny, Huzzah! Huzzah! We will be 
free from feudal rents and tyranny.”

Featuring authentic songs from the Anti-Rent Rebellion:
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